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In Tuesday’s draft, the top two picks are almost
guaranteed to be Utah big man Andrew Bogut to
Milwaukee at No. 1 and North Carolina’s heralded
freshman Marvin Williams to Atlanta at No. 2.
From then on, it’s a real crapshoot.
The Blazers are open to dealing the No. 3 pick,
but they’ve been insisting that backup Ruben Patterson be part of the deal. Few teams want to take
on Patterson’s baggage.
The Lakers have been considering a move
up to No. 3 to land Illinois
PG Deron Williams. They
need to upgrade the spot
and Phil Jackson likes
big guards. Caron Butler and Devean George
have been mentioned in
a potential trade.
The Lakers have also
talked to Indiana about
trading for Jonathan
Bender and, for the
ﬁrst time, the Pacers are open to moving
him. He’s been one of the great teases of
recent years, since heading right to the
pros from high school as the ﬁfth pick
overall in 1999. Even if he did beat Bird at
games of H-O-R-S-E, he has never been able
to stay healthy. He missed 75 games this past
season and 182 games in his ﬁrst ﬁve seasons, out
of a possible 410.
The Pacers have always been oppo
him because they know that you ca
quickly on a high schooler. They got the
when they got Jermaine O’Neall from
he had given the Blazers four uneventful seasons.
But the Pacers have talked to the Lakers about
sending the 6-11 Bender to L.A., with the 17th pick,
for Slava Medvedenko and the No. 10. With the 10th
pick, the Pacers would hope to land UConn’s Charlie Villanueva. But with Isiah Thomas looking to go
big, Villaneuva might be gone at No. 8 to the Knicks
before Indiana gets to pick. He and Texas prep star
Gerald Green work out for Thomas today. Thomas
has been sending out signals that he will take Arizona big man Channing Frye at No. 8, but that might
be to force Golden State to make a deal. The Warriors are said to be looking to get Frye at No. 9.
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n JOSE PERALTA
Another former union ofﬁcial,
Peralta, 33, is a protege of Central Labor Council president
and Queens Assemblyman Brian McLaughlin. Born in the Dominican Republic, he is a former student body president at
Queens College. He won an Assembly seat in 2002, representing Corona and Jackson
Heights. In Albany, he has a reputation for being serious and
even-tempered and as a relentless advocate for mass transit.
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the Institute for Puerto Rican
Policy, “except that it helps to
have an incumbent screw up.”
Unlike Los Angeles or San
Antonio, Falcon says, New
York’s Latino voters are “more
diverse.” Puerto Ricans are the
largest voting group, but there
are also significant and growing numbers of Dominicans, Colombians and Mexicans who
don’t always see issues the
same way as Puerto Ricans.
Except for Cuban-Americans,
most Latinos tend to vote for
Democrats.
“A lot of Republicans don’t
want to alter their politics to accommodate reaching out to Latinos,” Falcon says. “They’re not
Latino-friendly.”
As for this year’s mayor’s
race here, few experts expect
that Fernando Ferrer, the early
front-runner in the Democratic
field and the only candidate

n DIANA REYNA
A protege of Vito Lopez, one
of Brooklyn’s top Democratic
bosses, Reyna, 31, was elected
to the Council in 2001 to represent Bushwick. The Dominican-born Reyna quickly became
effective at representing her
district, one of the poorest in
the borough.

who is Hispanic, will mount the
kind of juggernaut campaign
that Villaraigosa did.
For
one
thing,
Mayor
Bloomberg has unlimited cash
to throw into his reelection bid.
In addition, he has worked hard
to build closer ties with many
African-American leaders and
to woo support in the city’s fastgrowing Dominican community.
ome key black leaders who
supported Ferrer for mayor
four years ago have refrained
from doing so this time. More
than a few privately hope for a
Bloomberg victory because it
would pave the way for City
Controller William Thompson,
the city’s highest-ranking black
official, to run for mayor in
2009.
But Ferrer’s Hispanic supporters warn that their backing for
Thompson four years from

S

n ANNABEL PALMA
A former hospital worker and
union organizer, Palma, 33,
won a City Council seat in
2003 from the Soundview/
Parkchester/Castle Hill areas
of the Bronx. She was a virtual
unknown when she was elected with the backing of her powerful union, 1199/SEIU, and
the Bronx Democratic machine.
She has since become an outspoken advocate for her district, especially on labor and
community health issues.

now, when the percentage of
Latino voters in the city is
bound to be even bigger, is far
from assured.
Adolfo Carrion, who succeeded Ferrer as Bronx borough
president, has made no secret
that he would like to run for
mayor, and he could challenge
Thompson.
A former teacher and city
planner, Carrion is the most accomplished and charismatic of
a new generation of Latino politicians in New York.
“Some of those emerging
leaders are very smart and have
great potential,” Falcon said.
“But the old guard is holding on
to power, setting the agenda for
them right now.”
That won’t last for long, Falcon predicted. Over the next
few years, those younger leaders will contend for key posts.
jgonzalez@nydailynews.com

HALE BIKERS WITH DIAPERS

ANTHONY DELMUNDO

Hundreds of motorcyclists deliver thousands of diapers to
Hale House in the 10th annual Bikers for Babies event.
Their goal is to provide six months of fresh protection.
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AN ASBESTOS-FILLED former
electronics factory was “uniquely suitable for use as a school,”
according to a controversial
analysis done last year for the
School Construction Authority.
The report cleared the way
for the site’s owner to seal a
20-year lease with the city worth
more than $1 million a year — a
payout the School Construction
Authority conceded was high.
The deal also required more
than $6 million of city money be
used to renovate the building,
quadrupling the value for its
owner Abraham Leser, a developer with a history of lucrative
deals with the school system.
The Soundview Educational
Campus, at Colgate and Story
Aves., opened last September,
months after Sholom & Zuckerbrot Realty examined the abandoned property to determine a
fair rent, documents show.
The brokers compared the
building, which once was used
to store pesticides, with three
converted industrial buildings
more than 2 miles away in
Westchester Square.
The brokers suggested a rent
of $12-$15 per square foot for
the “uniquely suitable” two-story building, even though “the
value of other industrial properties may be slightly lower.”
After the report, Deputy
Mayor Dennis Walcott signed a
zoning waiver so the city could
sign a lease with Leser and open
the school quickly.
The Education Department
has defended the deal as a cost-

effective way to add seats for
hundreds of students in a borough that still needs to find classroom space for 10,000 children.
“It was the right size and location and within a reasonable
price range,” said Education Department spokeswoman Kelly
Devers.
Leser’s deals with city education officials have drawn scrutiny before. In 1996, Manhattan
District Attorney Robert Morgenthau subpoenaed all documents related to his multiple
leases with the then-Board of Education.
No indictment resulted, but a
Daily News investigation at the
time found the city was paying
him nearly twice the local market rate for the industrial warehouse properties he leased for
use as public schools.
The estimated value of the
Soundview building increased
to more than $8.8 million from
$2 million after the city paid to
renovate the facility and clean
up its asbestos and lead problems, according to city tax assessments.
Leser, who did not return calls
from The News, cashed in on
the increased value about a
month after the school opened.
Documents show he took out a
$7.8 million mortgage on the
property last November with
New York Community Bank in
Jericho, L.I.
Elevated levels of several
toxic chemicals were found in
the air inside the school in
March. But Education Department officials have said the campus is safe for its 600 students.
wegbert@nydailynews.com
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it took him 27 shots to score 25 points. But as long
as Duncan continues to perform at his Hall-of-Fame
level, the Spurs always will have a chance to play in
June. But true to his nature, he didn’t take the podium
after his latest crowning achievement and issue any
guarantees.
“We have a team that will be able to, in years to
come, try to continue to get back to this point,” he said.
“It’s a great feeling, because in the past we’ve lost six,
seven, eight, nine guys in a year and rebuilt. I think
we’ve really got a core here that we’re in love with,
that obviously is a pretty decent core, and we’re going
to have it together for a couple of years.”

BY BILL EGBERT
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER
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im Duncan’s Game 7 performance against
Detroit wasn’t a masterpiece, but it was good
enough to lift the Spurs to their third title in the
Duncan Era and earned their superstar a third Finals
MVP award. After only eight NBA seasons, that’s not
a bad resume.
In fact, Duncan’s list of achievements is starting to
compare with some of the all-time greats. He is now
tied with Magic Johnson for Finals MVP awards.
He’s won as many titles as Larry Bird. And if he runs
his streak of All-NBA First-Team berths to nine next
season, it will put him in a tie with Bird. That’s some
pretty good company.
Duncan doesn’t turn 30 until next April, so he
should make a few more trips to the Finals, as long as
he can stay healthy. But it’s not too soon to start taking
stock as to where he ranks all-time. The fact that he
led his team to a victory in a Game 7 of a Finals can’t
hurt his legacy.
“Nobody really cares what happened during the
regular season, it’s what teams did in the playoffs,”
said Spurs coach Gregg Popovich. “The great players’ legacies are all built around that — if they went
deep into the playoffs or if they won a championship.
How many championships they have. Whether they
were the MVP of the deal. How
did they play in the important
games. That’s fair.”
If you try to compare Duncan
with the all-time greats, he probably doesn’t measure up. Not
MITCH
yet, anyway. He’ll need a few
LAWRENCE
more regular-season MVPs to
help his cause. So far, he has
“only” two. His three titles have
been spread over seven seasons,
which is quite a feat. But to join
the elites, it wouldn’t hurt to win consecutive titles.
But to be fair, we’ll have to wait a few more years
to see how much hardware Duncan piles up in his
trophy case. In the meantime, he’s fast rising to the
top of the all-time players list at his position.
“To compare Tim to players other than power forwards is absurd,” said Rick Barry, the Finals MVP in
1975. “You can only compare him to power forwards,
just as it’s unfair to compare a center ﬁelder to a
pitcher in baseball.
“Right now, Tim would be in the top ﬁve all-time,
with Bob Pettit, Kevin McHale, Karl Malone and
Charles Barkley. You have to give a little bit of an edge
to Duncan because he’s been on three championship
teams. Karl had a chance to be on two championship
teams, but he didn’t play well when they needed him
to play well. He didn’t come through in the end. Same
thing with Charles. What he did was astonishing for
a guy his size. But he didn’t win. So you look at what
Tim’s done and see how he’s willing to be unselﬁsh
and he doesn’t care who gets it done. And that says
something, with his three rings. Now would you
like to see him be a little more aggressive at times?
Sure.”
Duncan ﬁnally asserted himself in Game 7, but he
didn’t give a dominant MVP performance. Not when

n HIRAM MONSERRATE
A Puerto Ricanborn former Marine and New
York City cop,
Monserrate, 37,
won a City Council seat representing Corona, Queens, in
2001. He became that borough’s ﬁrst Hispanic elected
ofﬁcial. His victory came despite
stiff opposition
from the Queens
Democratic machine. Since
then, he has
shown those maverick tendencies in the Council.
A member of the New York Civil Liberties Union,
he often speaks out against police brutality. And
he has been effective at challenging the mayor’s
ofﬁce and Council leadership on several issues.
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but legacy still work in progress

n RUBEN DIAZ JR.
In 1996, while
still a student at
Fordham University, he became
one of the youngest candidates
ever elected to
the state Assembly. It didn’t hurt
any that his father is Ruben
Diaz Sr., a political powerhouse
who runs one
of the biggest
anti-poverty program empires in
the Bronx. Once
he got to Albany, however, the
younger Diaz proved to be smart and hardworking on the Assembly’s Transportation Committee. He also evinced more moderate views than
his controversial, conservative and rabidly antigay father.
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Duncan joins elite company,

Tim Duncan equals Larry
Bird (below, l.) with his
third NBA title, and Magic
Johnson with his third
Finals MVP.
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