Add undrafted small-school star
BY RICH CIMINI
DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER

HE’S A SMALL running back from a small
college, but Danny Woodhead comes to
New York this weekend with a chance to
be Wayne Chrebet, circa 1995 — an underdog impossible not to root for.
“I always allow myself to dream big,”
Woodhead said yesterday from his home
in North Platte, Neb. “If people want to get
behind me, I’m all for it. It’s never bad to
have the city of New York behind you.”
You’ve probably never heard of Woodhead, but he happens to be the NCAA’s
all-time leading rusher — with 7,962
yards. You’ve probably never heard of his
school, either — Chadron State, a Division
II school in Chadron, Neb., a tiny town
tucked away in the state’s panhandle,
about 90 minutes from Mt. Rushmore in
South Dakota.
On Sunday night, Woodhead, not
among the 252 players selected in the NFL
draft, signed a free-agent contract with

the Jets. They were so eager to sign him
that they called during the seventh round.
Maybe you caught that phone conversation on TV. ESPN dispatched a crew to
North Platte to cover Woodhead, thinking
he could be Mr. Irrelevant, the last player
picked.
It’s a long way from Woodhead’s living
room to the green room at Radio City
Music Hall, about the same distance from
Chadron to the NFL.
At Chadron, home of the nation’s largest fur-trading museum, Woodhead
played before average home crowds of
3,700. With the town nearly 100 miles
from the nearest airport, the team traveled
by bus to road games. For the eight-hour
rides, he brought a pillow and slept in the
aisle.
At 5-71/2, 197 pounds, Woodhead fit nicely between the rows of seats. At this weekend’s rookie minicamp, he might look like
a character from “Honey, I Shrunk the
Kids” when he tries to block the hulking
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Because he didn’t receive an invitation
to the scouting combine, Woodhead had
one shot to impress NFL scouts. He participated in the Nebraska Pro Day, where he
upstaged some of the Cornhuskers’ prospects. He blazed the 40 in 4.38 seconds,
nearly matching Darren McFadden’s eyeopening 4.33 at the combine. It was a satisfying day for Woodhead, who was disappointed that he never was recruited by
Nebraska.
“He makes everybody else look like
their feet are in cement,” Brandt said of
Woodhead’s darting, low-to-the-ground
running style.
Woodhead chose the Jets because they
might have room for a young back after
Thomas Jones, Leon Washington and
Jesse Chatman. How did he celebrate his
contract? A workout. He showed up at his
local gym at 8 a.m. yesterday, greeted by a
sign:
“Congrats, Danny. Go NY Jets!”

“I followed all the rules, but
there was no response from any
school that I applied to,” said social studies teacher Michael Miller, a 21-year veteran who lost his
job in January 2007.
The union filed suit this month
alleging
age
discrimination
against teachers like Miller.
At issue are teachers who’ve
lost their jobs because a school
closed, a program was eliminated
or student enrollment dropped.
Before the celebrated contract
changes in 2005, teachers had
“bumping” rights and could claim
any job in any city school that was

Saying their ‘I do’s’ on the Great White Way

ALAMEDA, Calif. — The Oakland Raiders released running back Dominic
Rhodes yesterday, two days after using
their top draft pick to take big-play back
Darren McFadden out of Arkansas.
Oakland had a glut at running back after the draft and began addressing it almost immediately by announcing the
team had cut ties with Rhodes. The Raiders still have two backs with 1,000-yard
seasons on their roster in Justin Fargas
and ex-Jet LaMont Jordan, as well as last
year’s fourth-round pick Michael Bush.
Rhodes signed a twoyear contract with the Raiders last offseason after helping Indianapolis win the Super Bowl. He restructured
his contract earlier this offseason and was
expected to share the rushing load with
Fargas before McFadden was drafted.
Rhodes was suspended for the first four
games last season for violating the
league’s substance abuse policy. He
played sparingly until Fargas went down
with a knee injury late in the year. Rhodes
ran for 237 yards the last two games of the
season. He finished with 302 yards rushing in 10 games last season.
His best year came as a rookie with the
Colts, when he ran for 1,104 yards in
2001.
Fargas ran for 1,009 yards in 2007
despite starting only seven games. He
signed a $12 million, three-year contract

BY BILL EGBERT
TODAY’S SCHEDULED City
Council hearing on toxic window
caulking in schools will reveal
alarming lab results from another public school, officials say.
Tests found high levels of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in
an air filter taken from Staten Island’s Public School 53 a year after windows with PCB caulking
were removed from the school.
The findings raise questions
about the Education Department’s policy of declaring
schools safe once windows are removed. The Council’s Education,
Environmental Protection and
Oversight committees are set to
grill city officials at a hearing triggered by a Daily News investigation.
The News found caulking at
six public schools across the city
contaminated with PCBs hun-

that guarantees him $6 million.

EAGLES: Philadelphia sued its former
wide receiver Terrell Owens for bonus
money he has not repaid the team.
The suit for nearly $770,000 was filed in
U.S. District Court in Philadelphia. Owens
lost in arbitration earlier this year, a ruling
calling him to repay $1.7 million in bonuses the team paid him when he played in
Philadelphia in 2004 and ’05.
The Eagles suspended Owens, now with
the Cowboys, for conduct detrimental to
the team midway through
2005, a half-year one year
NFL
after he helped them get to
the Super Bowl. Owens
lost $965,000 in salary
from the final five games
of 2005 after the team withheld game
checks. He was released after that season
and the Eagles now are trying to get back
the remaining sum: $769,117.
Mike Patrick has died. He was 55. Patrick
died Sunday in his hometown of Biloxi,
Miss., the team said. No cause was given.
Patrick spent his four-season professional career with the Patriots from 1975-78.
He ranks fifth on the Patriots’ all-time
punters list with 8,481 yards on 225 attempts in 43 career games. He also ranks
fifth on Mississippi State’s career punting
list with 6,999 yards in 171 attempts for a
40.9 yard average.
— AP

dreds of times the level the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency deems acceptable.
Subsequent tests by the city
confirmed elevated PCB levels in
soil and air and on surfaces at
schools in Manhattan and the
Bronx. After reading The News’
investigation, Staten Island mom
Patty Donegan had filters from
an air purifier she ran in her asthmatic son’s classroom at PS 53
tested for PCBs.
The outer and inner filters contained 994 and 225 micrograms
of PCBs respectively, far in excess of the 50 micrograms considered acceptable by regulators. According to the lab that did the
testing, the filters must now be
“barreled and buried” as toxic
waste.
Over the weekend, School Construction Authority crews spent
11 hours collecting air tests at PS
53, according to sources at the
school. Results were unavailable
yesterday.

153M can’t uncram classes
BY ERIN EINHORN
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER
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End of Rhodes in Oakland

ingarten’s claim that age discrimination was a factor.
He said 25% of teachers still out
of work in December had taught
for less than three years compared with 19% for those with 20
years or more on the job.
What was a factor, he said, was
that nearly half of the long-term
ATRs — 46% — did not apply for
any jobs through the city’s online
system and most did not attend a
job fair.
The city Education Department issued a statement endorsing a New Teacher Project recommendation that teachers stop collecting paychecks until they find
a job.
Weingarten rejected the idea,
saying the department should
make more of an effort to help
out-of-work teachers find jobs.
eeinhorn@nydailynews.com

DESPITE BEING flooded with
$153 million from Albany to reduce class size, nearly half the
city’s elementary and middle
schools that took the money
haven’t complied.
That’s according to a teachers
union analysis of city data that zeroed in on 390 elementary and
middle schools that received at
least $50,000 to lower class sizes
under the state’s Contracts for Excellence program.
Of those schools, 132 — 34% —
actually have more students per
teacher on average this year than
last year. Another 15% had the
same average class sizes.
State Education Commissioner
Richard Mills said the state was

“monitoring New York City’s use”
of the funds. “We will take action
as needed to ensure that the city’s
commitments are met,” he said.
State officials say no city
schools applied to use the money
for something other than class
size reduction.
Schools spokesman David Cantor called the union’s findings
“factually
flawed,”
because
schoolwide averages mask targeted class size reductions in key
courses like math.
“If the UFT were truly committed to reducing class size,” he
said in a statement, “it would
have its union representatives —
some of whom teach only one
class per day — teach a full load
rather than conducting union
business during school hours.”
eeinhorn@nydailynews.com
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Vernon Gholston, the Jets’ 6-3, 266-pound
top pick.
“Honestly, I don’t see (my size) as an obstacle,” Woodhead said. “I haven’t been
the tallest guy my whole life.”
That is one of the reasons why he
admired Chrebet from afar. Their stories
are similar: Undersized small-school star
produces ridiculous college stats, but goes
undrafted. Chrebet became one of the
most celebrated anomalies in NFL scouting; Woodhead hopes to do the same.
“What he’s accomplished is utterly
amazing,” said former Cowboys personnel chief Gil Brandt, a draft analyst.
Woodhead’s numbers are hard to fathom. In 2006, he rushed for 2,756 yards, an
NCAA record for any level. In his career,
he amassed 19 200-yard games. He averaged 181 yards per game. He scored 109
touchdowns.
“I don’t think guys in the NFL are going
to care about what I did in college,” said
Woodhead, known for his modesty.

He estimated that the city will
have paid $81 million by the end
of the school year in salaries and
benefits to teachers who haven’t
found a job since 2006, including
those who have and have not applied for any.
Teachers union president Randi
Weingarten blasted the study as
“slanted and ill-considered and
factually inaccurate,” and quickly
assembled four teachers who say
they’ve aggressively looked for
work but have faced age discrimination because their high salaries
make them less desirable to
schools.

occupied by a less senior teacher
— a system principals called disruptive.
Now, unemployed teachers are
sent to the Absent Teachers Reserve, or ATR pool, where they collect full salaries — as much as
$100,049 by next month — while
working as subs until they find another job.
The New Teacher Project, a national nonprofit that has contracts
with the city Education Department to recruit and train teachers,
examined data on the nearly 2,742
teachers who entered the ATR
pool in 2006, mostly in May or
June of that year.
The vast majority of teachers
have found jobs or returned to
their old schools, but 235 of them
— about 9% — were still in the
ATR pool in December.
Daly said his data disputes We-

DAILY NEWS

DAILY NEWS

Helps target, kill, and eliminate • Eliminates yellowing, white, or dark discolorations in the nail
deeply-rooted nail fungus

Danny Woodhead sets NCAA rushing record at Division II Chadron State in Nebraska, but
is not drafted, allowing Jets to snap him up and bring him to minicamp. Photo by AP

MORE THAN 100 city teachers
have been collecting full salaries
for nearly two years to work as
overpaid subs even though they
haven’t applied for work or attended a job fair, a new report finds.
“The big headline here is that if
you don’t look very hard for a job,
you aren’t likely to get one,” said
Timothy Daly, whose New Teacher Project is today releasing a controversial study on the impact of
blockbuster changes made in
2005 to the city teachers contract.
“We’ve got some teachers on
our hands that are costing our city
a lot of money [while not teaching],” Daly said. “This is not a sustainable system. . . . It has to
change.”

City pays millions to axed teachers
who don’t look for new jobs: report
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