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Around
The Bronx
With Patrice 
O’Shaughnessy

Mom wants 
to be kids’
toxic avenger
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Quake felt strongly here
Last week’s earthquake in Italy 
may have occurred thousands 
of miles away, but in the coffee 
shops, homes and community 
meetings of the borough’s 
Italian neighborhoods, 
the devastation was felt 
immediately, and relief efforts 
got underway quickly.  Page 3

Herring come back
Herring reintroduced into 
the Bronx River three years 
ago have returned to spawn 
there, the fi rst to do so since 
 colonists’ dams blocked the 
river and evicted the herring 
some 300 years ago. The 
comeback could prompt 
other species to return to the 
waterway.                     Page 4

Moving to prepaid cells
Fed up with big monthly cell 
phone bills, more and more 
people are switching to 
cheaper prepaid cell plans, 
because they can get unlimited 
texting, unlimited minutes, 
Internet and more, for around 
$50 a month.          Page 4

AT A GLANCE

Tuesday, April 14, 2009

Your 28-page
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Naomi Gonzalez stands outside Public School 178 with her children, 
Devin, 11 (l.), and Emelina, 6. Gonzalez wants to sue the city over 
school toxic waste.  Photo by Christie M. Farriella
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A−OK!
Riverdale/Kingsbridge
adapting to new league
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Sebring is here  

 BY BILL EGBERT
A GROWING number of Bronx parents 
are joining a lawsuit to force the city 
to clean up toxic waste found in public 
schools.

More than a dozen parents and one 
prominent organization have signed on 
or expressed interest in joining Bronx 
mother Naomi Gonzalez, who last 
month became the lead plaintiff in a 
notice of intent to sue the city for fail-
ing to remove caulk contaminated with 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) from 
her children’s school.

Gonzalez said she is “furious that [the 
city Education Department has known 
about this] and has done nothing.”

Gonzalez’s kids, Emelina, 6, and 
Devin, 11, attend Public School 178 in the 
Bronx, where lab tests commissioned by 
the Daily News found PCB contamina-
tion was 111,000 parts-per-million.

Anything with more than 50 ppm of 
PCBs is considered toxic waste under 
federal law, and must be removed.

New co-plaintiff Tyrone Jenkins’   
9-year-old son Tyhair  attends PS 160 
near Co-op City, where The News found 
PCB levels of 189 ppm — still nearly four 

times the threshold to require immedi-
ate disposal as toxic waste.

Jenkins says he decided to join 
the lawsuit because the city is 
breaking the law.

“The city wouldn’t hesitate to hold 
me to account if I committed a crime,” 
Jenkins said.

Nos Quedamos, a respected South 
Bronx community development group, 
has also signed on as an organizational 
plaintiff in the lawsuit to be fi led by New 
York Lawyers for the Public Interest.

The NYLPI will host an informational 
meeting for parents at 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day, April 24, at the United Methodist 
Church in Co-op City, 2350 Palmer Ave., 
at Hutchinson River Parkway E.

Tests of nine public school buildings 
by The News last year revealed illegal 
levels of PCBs at six of them. The high-
est levels were found at Manhattan’s 
PS 199, measured at 225,000 ppm.

More than 200 city school buildings 
built before PCB caulking was banned 
are suspected of having illegal contami-
nation, but the city has so far resisted 
calls for testing to determine how many 
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43-40 Northern Blvd
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(888) 866-0562

City World Toyota
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City World Hyundai

3350 Boston Rd.
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Looking to buy a car or truck?
Search dealer inventories online at

NYDailyNews.com/autos
It’s easy as:
1. Select a make
2. Select a model
3. Enter your ZIP Code

Auto Dealers: To advertise on NYDailyNews.com/autos contact
Chris Porter at 212-210-2057 or email cporter@nydailynews.com

NYDailyNews.com/autos is the fast and easy way to find
new and pre-owned cars and trucks from local authorized
dealers. Choose from thousands of vehicles with our fully
searchable database.

Selling
your car?

Post your auto ad
direct to the Daily

News – in print
and online.

COMPACT SUVS YOUR DRIVE  

BY DAVID MIKESELL

S
mall-business owners, listen 
up. You probably have uti-
lized a van of some sort for 
your needs, whether it be 
for deliveries or to pick up 

supplies. For the past couple of years, 
Chevrolet has offered an alternative as 
part of its HHR lineup.

The 2009 HHR is listed by General 
Motors as a compact sport-utility vehi-
cle, although it could also be considered 
a wagon or a hatchback. A retro-look-
ing vehicle with the old-time styling of 
a 1949 Suburban, the HHR seats up to 
fi ve people.

HHR hauls it in style

Our test HHR Panel had the base 
155-horsepower, 2.2-liter, 4-cylinder en-
gine. EPA mileage ratings of 22 miles per 
gallon/city and 30 mpg/highway are also 
a plus, as is the fact that it also can run 
on E85 ethanol. Should you want more 
heft, there is a 170-hp version, as well as 
a 260-hp with turbo.

This is no bare-bones delivery truck. 
It has many of the amenities found in 
compact cars in this price range, includ-
ing antilock brakes, side-curtain airbags 
and a traction control system. Suggested 
prices for the HHR start at $18,720.

Cox News Service 

But the version that the small-busi-
ness owner could be attracted to is the 
HHR Panel. Strictly a two-passenger ve-
hicle, the HHR Panel features plenty of 
interior vertical space (the HHR stands 
for Heritage High Roof) and a fl at, hard- 
rubber fl oor that stretches from behind 
the front seats to the liftgate, account-
ing for 57.7 cubic feet of space.

The front passenger seat also folds 
fl at. The rear doors come without exte-
rior handles and are opened via a but-
ton on the dash or the key fob. There 
are also storage bins under the floor, 
which add 5.4 cubic feet of space. The 
rear doors have no windows, making 
them perfect for that small-business 
signage.

The HHR Panel has seats that 
fold down fl at (top), and handy 
storage bins under the fl oor
to store odds and ends.

‘ The HHR is a retro-
looking vehicle with 
the old-time styling 
of a 1949 Suburban.’ 

Chevy’s van 
alternative either 
carries lots of 
people or lots of 
stuff, depending 
on your needs
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